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Activity: Hot seating - Lagan canal  raganscape

Learning objectives

® This creative role play activity can be a useful tool to encourage
discussion about the Lagan Navigation topic.

® Excellent communication activity, promotes thinking and decision ‘
making.

Teacher preparation

A single hot seat should be placed facing the group. Alternatively, in order to facilitate more relaxed
interaction, the hot seat may be placed in the middle of a circle.

Equipment & resources

A series of role play cards that can be handed out to pupils (see below).

Main activity

1. Pupils are allocated a role from the list below, alternatively they may think of a role themselves.
2. Pupils are encouraged to research their role in groups or individually.

3. Other pupils in the group could be encouraged to think up challenging questions for the person in the
hot seat.

4. The character in question is put in the hot seat and questioned by fellow pupils. This may help pupils
to feel empathy for a particular person or viewpoint.

5. A mystery game could also be played out using this technique, with class members, having to guess
the identity of the person in the hot seat.

6. A debrief afterwards could involve asking pupils what they have learned, what they found interesting
and if they would challenge anything the person in the hot seat said. KWL grids could be used.

Additional activities

Just a minute..

As another competitive game, the pupils could be given a character or a topic from their visit which they
have to research and then be "hot-seated” for one minute to share as much information as possible on
that character or topic without hesitation or repetition.

VOX POP
Pupils enact short, quick-fire interviews related to the characters from the scenes. The questions can be
pre-prepared but this should be improvised on the spot rather than fully prepared.
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Activity: Hot seating - Lagan canal Laga”“aﬁza
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Lock keeper Lighterman
Hauler Horse
Canal builder Lock keeper's wife

Lock keeper's child | Lighterman’s wife

Lighterman’s child = Canal manager
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